
The Westview Journey – 34 Years on!
This little community of the Kingdom has two 

foundations: one began here in Doonside in the late 
’60s with open-air Sunday Schools led by Harold 
English, who later donated the land for the building 
where we now meet. Although many folk put a lot of 
effort into the work, the church was faced with 
closure in 1988. At this point the 10-year-old church 
in Kings Langley was invited to become involved 
with Doonside with a view to merging. The KL 
church was already in process of birthing a new 
congregation in Quakers Hill, so that when the merger 
was finalised in 1989, there were now three 
congregations within the one church. Our unity was 
symbolised with the adoption of a collective name at 
that time: a Vision for the West – Westview.  But just 
as Hebrews 11 pictures the people of faith as being on 
a Journey toward the Eternal City, so it is proving to 
be for us: a Journey of learning, joys, sadnesses, 
surprises, insights, blessings, growth, but always with 
confidence in the One Spirit leading us toward that 
City!  On we go!

Today we pause to mark the first Sunday service 
of the Kings Langley church.  On 6th August 1978 in 
the home of Allan and Sue Hollyock in Joseph Banks 
Drive, a group of around 30 adults and children 
gathered around the Lord’s Table with a great deal of 
freshness, enthusiasm and thankfulness for God’s 
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Our purpose is 
to bring glory 
to God. We 
will do this as 
we:

1. are 
transformed by 
enjoying Christ;

2. love by 
serving others; 
and

3. proclaim 
Jesus by 
faithfully living 
in a fallen 
world.
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leading and provision that had brought about this new beginning. 
For some two months prior to this occasion, many of this group of 
‘pioneers’ had been meeting on Sunday afternoons to plan how the 
young church would function. There was a sense of adventure as we 
looked into the Word of God and without outside pressures began to 
think out who we were, Whose we were, and what we should do in 
our Sunday gatherings to make that clear, both as a weekly reminder 
to ourselves as well as an expression of our faith that would help 
others who might come along to understand us and the Gospel.  

Here it was that some of those features dear to Westview and, 
we believe, honouring to the Lord Jesus and His Rule over the 
Kingdom of God, were put in place, and which with only minor 
variations have proved solid over these 34 years. 

And while those central truths are eternal and unchanging, 
anything that is alive is also always in a process of change. 
Westview too has had to meet and adapt to many comings and 
goings, social changes all around us, technological developments, 
government policies, but always with the central purpose of our 
existence firmly in place – to bring glory to God as we are 
transformed by enjoying Christ, love by serving others, and 
proclaim Jesus as King by living faithful to Him in a fallen world.
SMS From God - Exploring the Short Letters

As we ponder our past and look to our future as a church, we 
are going to consider Paul's letter to Philemon, the third shortest 



letter of the New Testament made up of 1 chapter or 25 verses or 
445 words. Although the letter is short, the enduring value of the 
letter should not be overlooked. 

Paul's letter is a call for courage and conviction to overlook 
social class, personal hurt and injury, culture and others expectations 
for the sake of the Gospel of Christ. The call for such courage and 
conviction has been heard by every generation of believers, a call to 
lay one's life down for Christ. It is a message that we constantly 
need to hear and heed.
Family News and Prayers

Today, as a special part of our anniversary 
celebrations, towards the end of our service we 
will welcome into membership five people. Matt 
and Becky who have sent a video greeting to be 
played today will be accepted into membership in their absence in 
the USA. Their email is matt@mattinpng.com if you would like to 
drop them a line. Tony and Lynne Kenning who have been such 
servants to our church family will be formally welcomed into 
membership as well as Amie D'annunzio who we have come to 
know and grown to love since coming to Westview as Sammy's 
wife. We thank God for these five precious people and look forward 
to journeying together with them into the future.

Bob's chemotherapy has been delayed until the 16th August. 
Pray that all will be well during the delay. 
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Joyce went to hospital during the week as a result of a fall and 
sustained broken ribs. It is a difficult and very painful time for her 
and we can pray for comfort and suitable care for her in the future.

Next week JJ and Soona will be at Lidcome 
Baptist to assist the church in having people preach. 
He will be presenting the teaching we have 
previously heard on Titus.

John would like the church family to know that 
the FGB meeting will be held on 13th August. A 
notice can be found on the back table.

Philemon

Remarkable coincidences?

Godliness in this situation v.8-9

Love or duty?

Faith, blessing, and godly living v6

Courage and Conviction (then and now)

Address: Cnr Crawford Road & Coveny St,  Doonside NSW 2767
Post: PO Box 965 Kings Langley NSW 2147
Eldership Contact: Tony Calman ph. 8212 4534; m.0430 027 636; tonycalman@gmail.com
OHS Matters: Lee Arundel ph. 9621 6907; leearundel@yahoo.com
Electronic Giving: ‘Westview Baptist Church’ BSB: 704 922 Acc't:100003291
Bulletin Items: bulletin@westview-baptists.info 

www.whereisgodinmylife.com … because life sometimes gets out of control.

MAF Australia have just announced 
that all donations to their workers will 
be tax deductible from 1.7.12. That 
means anyone who gives support to 
Matt and Becky will received a receipt 
to claim each year. Check out 
http://www.maf.org.au/donate 
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